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from square one with an “educational design” process. With the help of an aca-
demic advisor, the scholars carve their majors out of standard offerings by taking a 
bit of this and a bit of that. Majors have included such names as symbol systems, 
visual studies and business, and dynamics of politics and urban life. The program 
is highly regarded because of the more active role it allows students to play and the 
freedom it affords them in pursuing their interests. All students, no matter which 
curriculum they choose, must fulfill a yearlong freshman writing requirement. In an 
attempt to help freshmen develop both their critical thinking skills and their ability 
to communicate clearly in writing, Whittier lets students choose their preferences 
from a variety of seminars. They are also encouraged to take an additional writing 
course, mathematics, and lab science during their freshman year. First-years also 
must attend a series of speakers who discuss topics relevant to student coursework 
and must take part in the Exploring Los Angeles series, which includes trips to muse-
ums and cultural events. Study abroad options include programs in Denmark, India, 
Mexico, and Asia, and undergraduates may also take foreign study tours during the 
January interim.

“We have a hippie vibe,” says an international business major, and the campus 
is “very liberal.” Nearly three-quarters of the students come from California, and 
the rest are from all over the United States and the world. Diversity plays a major 
role on this campus. While African Americans make up only 5 percent of the stu-
dents, Hispanic enrollment is an impressive 33 per-
cent, and Asian Americans constitute 10 percent.  
The Black Student Union and Hispanic Student 
Association are vocal on campus. An on-campus cul-
tural center focuses on diversity programming and resources. “Tolerance is a big 
watchword on campus,” a junior says. “You can get severely disciplined or expelled 
for being intolerant.” In addition to need-based aid, the college grants merit schol-
arships averaging $26,632. 

More than one-third of Whittier students seek off-campus shelter, but the Turner 
Residence Hall entices many students to stay on campus and vie for a chance to get 
a room with a panoramic view of Los Angeles. Most freshmen are assigned rooms, 
though Whittier scholars, athletes, and members of Whittier’s social societies tend 
to cluster in selected dorms and houses. “The price for on-campus housing is unrea-
sonably high,” complains one student. “Dorms have old furniture and many do not 
have air-conditioning.” As part of the meal plan, all campus residents must take at 
least 10 meals at the Campus Inn dining hall, where the food is said to be typical 
college fare. “Food is diverse and edible,” a sophomore says. The Spot (Whittier’s 
popular campus coffeehouse) includes a state-of-the-art nightclub called—what 
else?—the Club.

Nine social societies (they’re not called fraternities or sororities here) attract 12 
percent of the men and 17 percent of the women but hardly dominate the social 
scene. However, their dances, which frequently feature live entertainment, are wel-
comed by all. For many, entertainment takes the form of road trips, everywhere from 
Disneyland to the California beaches. Other common destinations include Las Vegas, 
Mexico, Joshua Tree, Hollywood, San Diego, and northern California. Whittier itself 
is a spot for community-minded students to get involved. “Whittier is a friendly 
town,” one junior says. “The college is involved a lot with the community.”

Whittier has a fairly strict alcohol policy, and underage drinking is not permit-
ted. Students say it’s difficult for underage drinkers to get served at campus events. 
“Underage students are not allowed to even be in the same proximity as alcohol,” 
a senior says. Popular annual events include a Spring Sing talent show, the foot-
ball game against archrival Occidental College—dubbed the Battle of the Shoes—
and Sportsfest, which is a campuswide competition in which dorms compete in 
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