Amy Biehl Foundation Project for High School
Students
A Human Rights and Social Justice Program
The Amy Biehl Foundation Project seeks to develop high school students’ critical awareness of the compelling human
rights issues of the 21st century and their sense of social responsibility for addressing human rights challenges (global and
local) that align with their personal values. The guiding vision for the project is to cultivate students’ understanding of
human dignity and the importance of confronting violence in any of its forms. Students are challenged to learn these
principles while also working collectively and collaboratively in forming ideas and taking actions in response to social
issues they deem important. This vision is based on values that were dear to Amy Biehl – a 26-year-old Fulbright scholar
and anti-apartheid activist who worked for social change in South Africa. The Amy Biehl Foundation Project seeks to give
high school students a basis in understanding global approaches to human rights with an emphasis placed on the
importance of education and safety for women and girls, which represents one of the world’s global challenges to justice
and equality.

PROGRAM GOALS:


To provide a foundation for students to understand the human rights challenges of the 21st century



To cultivate college-level critical thinking & research skills as students investigate a human rights issue of their choice.



To engage students in an academic experience that teaches them to examine social issues from multiple perspectives.

CONTACT INFORMATION:
Center for Engagement with Communities

Kenneth Jimenez, Program Coordinator

Whittier College

Phone: (562) 907-5073

P.O. Box 634

Email: kjimene1@whittier.edu

Whittier, CA 90608

Website: http://www.whittier.edu/cec

Whittier College is a partner of Learn and Serve America, a member of California Campus Compact, and has been
designated an engaged campus by the Carnegie Foundation for the Advancement of Teaching.
The Corporation for National and Community Service named Whittier College to the

President’s Higher Education Honor Roll with Distinction annually since 2011.

The Center for Engagement with Communities is funded, in part, by grants from the BCM Foundation, the American
Association of University Women, the National Endowment for the Arts, California Campus Compact, the Amy Biehl
Foundation and with institutional support from Whittier College

