Guidelines for Communication IV Courses:
1.  The presentation may take the form of a poster, an oral presentation, a concert, an art exhibit, a dramatic presentation, a reading of poems or short stories, a video, multi-media webpages, or some other form, using English or the target language of a major or minor in another modern language.

2.  Ideally, the presentation will be related to the student's Paper in the Major.  It may be based on a class, a research project, a creative project, an internship, a service learning project, a study abroad experience, or another educational activity.

3.  The sponsor will generally be a professor who is already working with the student on a project or activity.  It could be the instructor of a class, the student's advisor, or another professor approved by the student's department chair.  Any disagreements about the sponsor will be resolved by the Liberal Education Committee.

4.  The Senior Presentation may be prepared as part of any of the following:

      •     a senior seminar or other course in which students write their Paper in the Major, in which case the presentation could be worth more than one credit.

      •     another course offered by the department, which could be a one-credit course designed specifically for preparing the Senior Presentation (CR/NC or for a letter grade).

      •     INTD 499 Senior Presentation, one credit of independent study which could be taken with any faculty member approved by the department chair (CR/NC).

5.  Many presentations will be scheduled on a Senior Presentation Day (perhaps a Saturday) near the end of spring semester.  This Senior Presentation Day will be listed in the academic calendar and reserved to prevent conflict with other activities.  Additional presentations will be scheduled with departments on other days when that is more convenient due to the length or nature of the presentations (e.g. concerts, plays, longer oral presentations).  These additional presentations may be scheduled during the fall as well as the spring.  Students also should be encouraged to present their work at regional or national undergraduate or professional conferences; these presentations will also count as Senior Presentations.

      •     When possible, posters and exhibits will be displayed more than one day, with a designated time on Senior Presentation Day when the students are available to answer questions about their work.

      •     The organization and scheduling of Senior Presentations will be coordinated by the Liberal Education Committee with support from staff appointed by the Dean of Faculty.

6.  The audience for Senior Presentations is not just an individual class, but the wider campus community.  They will be publicized on campus through flyers, the campus newspaper, press releases to local newspapers, the college website, admissions materials, alumni publications, and other appropriate venues.  All students should be encouraged to attend Senior Presentations in order to be empowered and inspired by their senior peers; to become more aware of creative possibilities; and to see the culmination of the Liberal Education program.  To this end, attendance might be a required assignment in First-Year Linked courses.

Projected outcomes of Communication IV:   
1.  Students will demonstrate advanced communication skills, using one or more modes of presentation. 

2.  Students will demonstrate ability to apply general skills and knowledge to new domains and problems.

3. Students will inspire their younger peers by showcasing their accomplishments.

 

