Guidelines for Community I and II Courses:

Guidelines  (Community I and II)
These linked sets of courses are called Community I (fall) and Community II (spring).  Each set consists of two courses of 3 or more credits.  All Community courses should be suitable for first year students, typically at the introductory level.  The following sets of guidelines specify the parameters within which each link should be formed.

Guidelines  (Specific to Community II)
1. The two courses must address a common theme at some point during the semester.  At least one week should be spent on the common theme in each class, but the common theme does not have to be covered simultaneously in the two classes.  As noted above, these two courses need not function like pairs (which students will experience in Connections I), with a highly integrated cross-disciplinary approach to common topics, extending over the entire semester.  However, some recognition, in each class, of the other discipline's perspective on the theme helps develop the idea of Whittier College as a collaborative community that values interdisciplinary approaches to the construction of knowledge.

2. Thematic links can be formed on the basis of content, concept, or methodology.

3. All Community II links must have a clear multi-disciplinary quality.  Making each link multi-disciplinary will usually mean the linked classes are from two different departments, but not necessarily.  Some departments carry labeling that identifies them as multi-disciplinary (Art and Art History, and Sociology, Anthropology and Social Work), and other departments embrace multiple disciplines more subtly.

4. Links may be, but don't have to be, inter-divisional.

5. Links may be, but don't have to be, inter-departmental.

6. Ideally a cohort of approximately fifteen students will co-enroll in the link.

7. Either, or both, of the classes comprising a link may include additional students.

8. A class with a high enrollment limit can include two to three cohorts, but such a class should reserve some space (25% minimum) for students outside of the Community II link.

9. Including one or more praxis experience is not required, but is encouraged.

Projected Outcomes of Community II:

Students' demonstration of initial ability to make connections across disciplines and to understand the convergence and divergence of knowledge.

   
