Guidelines for Connections II:

1.  The course must focus on an issue, a set of issues, or a field that connects the natural sciences to society.  The course should contain a significant amount of theory related to the natural sciences, to society, and to the impact they have on one another.  At least one third of the course should be based on the natural sciences, and at least one third should be based on societal context. 

2.  The different parts of the scientific theoretical framework and the specific connections between the natural sciences and society should be outlined in the course syllabus under Learning Goals.

3.  Teaching methods may include traditional lectures.  However, active learning is highly encouraged.  Active learning may involve class discussions, group work, field trips, presentations, lab experiments, and other appropriate assignments.  The use of technology also is encouraged.  Technology may involve analyzing numerical data and constructing graphs using an appropriate application, such as Excel.  It may involve students giving Power Point presentations, or it may involve recording and interpreting data through audio-visual techniques.

4.  Ideally, the course will be team-taught by one faculty member from the natural sciences and one from either the social sciences or humanities.  An individual faculty member from any discipline may also develop a course that connects the natural sciences to their societal context.  

Projected Outcomes of Connections II:

1.  Students will demonstrate an understanding of the theoretical framework which underlies the scientific issue, issues, or field.

2.  Students will demonstrate an understanding of the relationship between the natural sciences and society through the examination of an issue, issues, or field.

   
